THE   CHINESE   NOVEL

WHEN I came to consider what I should say
today it'seemed that it would be wrong not
to speak of China. And this is none the less
true because I am an American by birth and by
ancestry and though I live now in my own
country and shall hve there, since there I belong.
But it is the Chinese and not the American
novel which has shaped my own efforts ui writ-
ing. My earliest knowledge of story, of how to
tell and write stories, came to me in China. It
would be ingratitude on my part not to re-
cognize this today. And yet it would be pre-
sumptuous to speak before you on the subject
of the Chinese novel for a reason wholly
personal. There is another reason why I feel
that I may properly do so. It is that I believe
the Chinese novel has an illumination for the
western novel and for the western novelist.

When I say Chinese novel, I mean the indi-
genous  Chinese novel, and not that hybrid